idesbald goddeeris to argue that comics, along with youth encyclopedias, were even more influential than novels or newspapers.
the construction of the "other" in comics has already been the subject of scientific research and broad social interest, both in Belgium and abroad. the racism and anti-semitism that had characterized several major comic authors has gained much attention in particular. in 2007, hergé's Tintin in Congo was condemned by the u.K. commission for racial equality for its hideous racial prejudice. tintin's spiritual father is also accused of anti-semitism.2 marc sleen, who regularly went on safari to africa in the 1970s and 1980s, was censored by his own newspaper when he drew an african politician as a gorilla.3 in 2010, willy Vandersteen was identified as the cartoonist of nazi caricatures that appeared in a flemish journal during world war ii.4 however, the existing analysis of racism in Belgian comics is limited to the representation of africans and Jews. this chapter attempts to examine the depiction of china and chinese in Belgian comics. it will do so chronologically and focus on racist rather than cultural characterizations of the chinese.
Tintin's Fight with Racism against the Chinese
one of the main reasons for why the research on images of the other in comics has been confined to africans and Jews is The Blue Lotus (1934): the first major encounter of a Belgian comic hero with china. with increasing Japanese interference in china lying in the background, tintin travels to shanghai in order to fight an international gang of opium dealers which regularly meets in a local opium den, the Blue lotus. this book is considered a watershed in hergé's oeuvre. while tintin's artistic father had represented other countries in a very stereotypical way in his previous books, he was now praised for the accurate depiction of china.5 he researched his topic thoroughly and was assisted by Zhang chongren, a chinese artist who studied in Brussels between 1931 and 1935. Zhang and hergé developed a friendship that has fired many people's imagination:
